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. EU-Penang Day at Town Hall
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Translation: (briefing)

THE DELEGATION:

Mr. Vincent Piket, Ambassador : Head of the European Union Delegation to Malaysia

Ambassador of Austria



Ambassador of Belgium
Ambassador of the Netherlands
Ambassador of Romania

Honorary Counsel from Austria, Finland, France, Germany, Sweden, United Kingdom,
Denmark

The delegation was formed by EU ambassadors, which is Austria, Belgium, Denmark, the
Netherlands, Romania, and along with several EU honorary consuls for a breakfast with
Chief Minister Lim Guan Eng and state officials.

Chief Minister Lim spoke at the opening ceremony, said the EU was Malaysia’ s third
largest export market, with exports totalling RM68. 7 bil last year, almost 10% of the
RM693 bil in total exports. The biggest export market was North Asia (RM223 bil)
followed by the Asean region (RM163 bil).

As the significance of EU as the nation’ s trading partner, the existence of many EU
nation companies in Penang provide a good opportunity for Penang people to know more
about the different countries that are represented by the European Union.

Besides economic links with Malaysia, the cultural aspests of the EU nation are
important in bringing closer the people to people link. With total population of 500
million people in the 27 nations with the EU, it is definitely beneficial for Penang
to establish a closer link with the nations.

George Town’ s UNESCO Heritage City status will definitely provide a suitable backdrop
in attracting more heritage enthusiasts from Europe to visit Penang.

In our efforts to transform Penang into an international and intelligent city, the
state government believes that the people of Penang needs to offer itself as a location
of choice for investors, a destination of choice for tourists and a habitat of choice
for those who desire sustainable living. Penang people will benefit from the exposure
to the different values and culture from our EU friends.

Making people to people’ s links can be strengthened through annual events like this,
that allows our people to share experiences and cultures ranging from how EU works,
the history of EU, the difference of EU culture and the type of environment Europeas
wish to live in.

Penang can also learn how democracy and opportunity works bringing both freedom and
prosperity to Malaysia. We want to share our own experiences in enacting the Freedom



of Information Act (FOI) and setting up the first Speakers Square where there is not
only freedom of speech but also freedom after speech.

As the leading state in environmental initiatives with no free plastic bag campaigns,
we also hope to learn your successesthat can help Penang achieve a Cleaner, Greener
and Safer Penang

He added that the state government and the EU delegation to Malaysia aimed to make
the EU-Penang Day an annual affair.

During the day, Mr.Vincent Piket and the other ambassadors gave briefings on the
history and working of the EU and conducted a trade and investment gathering with the
EU-Malaysia Chamber of Commerce and Industry (EUMCCI) and InvestPenang. Apart from
that, the EUMCCI and InvestPenang will organize the EU-Penang: Trade and Investment
opportunities.

The EU looks forward to working closely with Penang on the green agenda. Mr.Vincent
Piket said the delegation aimed to partner with Penang on a “business—to-business”
platform to further green initiatives. We are looking at organising a seminar on green
ICT (information and communications technology)



